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Descrizione The first conference on Transitioning Away from fossil fuels (TAFF) took place this 
year in Santa Marta, Colombia, opening a new political space for discussion and 
reflections on possible pathways toward a just and equity transition. Nowadays, 
the management and control of the strategic resources (critical and rare mineral, 
and hydrocarbons) are reconfiguring the geopolitical landscape by weaking 
international diplomacy, empowering sovereigntist governments, escalating 
genocide war and rearmament, driving a renewed race for oil and gas reserve 
exploration (Codato et al., 2026), and slowing progress toward the Paris 
Agreement goals.
This session aims to reflect on a transformative, systemic change in the global 
energy sector, focusing on two aspects: first, supporting unburnable carbon and 
phase-out roadmaps through place-based approaches and spatial justice criteria 
(Codato et al., 2023, Muttit & Kahrta, 2020); and second, scaling-up the 
implementation of renewable energy based on socio-cultural and ecological value 
of territories (Angelelli et al., 2025) and build on the virtuous practices already 
promoted by local and rural communities and Indigenous and Afro-descendant 
nationalities. Although investment in the transition has exceeded $2 trillion per 
year, dynamics of exploitation, expropriation and standardization of territories 
persist, following the same extractivism model of capital accumulation through 
dispossessions that characterizes the fossil fuel industry (Hu, 2023). Moreover, 
false market solutions as carbon credits and biofuels are being folded into this 
investment, functioning as mechanism of greenwashing (Bayrak e Marafa, 2016).
The session invites contributions that, through GIScience instruments and place-
based, community-based, and spatial approaches combined with quali-quantitave 
critical analysis, seek to define alternative roadmaps and make visible virtuous 
practices in post-extractivism territories. Topics of interest may include: the 
definition of geographical criteria and methodologies to support spatially 
informed phase-out pathways; existing virtuous territorial practices in renewable 
energy systems, as well as worst-case examples of capital accumulation 



reproducing extractivist logics, with attention to their spatial implications and 
socio-environmental impacts and conflicts; and, finally, the importance of 
decolonizing international cooperation between the Global South and Global 
North, in order to avoid the creation of new sacrifice zones.
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